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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .97-1 .99 the Applicants hereby submit: 

(a) the attached list of prior art, which in the reasonable opinion of Applicants may be material to 
patentability of the claimed invention, within the meaning of 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and/or which has been cited in the 
International Search Report prepared by the European Patent Office in respect of the corresponding French 
application; 

(b) a copy of the International Search Report, which is attached for the U.S. Examiner to know the 
first opinion of the Examiner of the E.P.O. and the portions of the references found pertinent by the latter; 

(c) a copy of the references cited under (a) and English abstracts of French reference 
No. FR 2 736 223. U.S. Patent No. 5,1 57,290 is the counterpart of the EP 050263 1 . 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed, to the best of undersigned's knowledge, before 
issuance of a first Office action. In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97(b), no certification or fee is required. 
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The identification of any document in the attached PTO Form 1449 is not an admission that such 
document is in fact prior art or material to patentability relative to the instant application. 

An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 
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